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Double Whammy Crisis

Political 
Turmoil

Covid19



Voting in a Pandemic: Key Facts

Held 2 by-
elections, 4 

state elections 

Postponed 4 
by-elections

New election 
SOPs 

One outbreak 
148% increase 

in cases

Higher cost  
⇡40-50% Lower turnout



Lasting Challenges

Declining voter 
turnout

Rise of 
misinformation 

& 
disinformation

Inter-
governmental 
coordination



Declining Voter Turnout

By-
election

Chini, 2020 
(74%)

Slim, 2020 
(68%)

State 
election

Sabah, 
2020 (67%)

Malacca, 
2021 (66%)

Sarawak, 
2021 (61%)

Johore, 
2022 (54%)

2018 
(77%)

2018 
(84%)

2016 
(70%)

2018 
(83%)

10 by-
elections after 
the 2018 GE 
prior to the 
pandemic

Sungai Kandis, 
2018 (49%)

Balakong, 
2018 (43%)

Seri Setia, 
2018 (44%)

Port Dickson, 
2018 (58%)

Cameron, 
2019 (69%)

Semenyih, 
2019 (73%)

Rantau, 

2019 (79%)

Sandakan, 
2019 (54%)

Tanjung Piai, 
2019 (74%)

Kimanis, 
2020 (80%)

2018 GE 
(82%)

2 by-elections 
& 4 state 
elections 

during the 
pandemic



Rise of Misinformation & Disinformation



Inter-governmental Coordination
Election 

Commission

National 
Security 
Council

State & Local 
GovernmentsPolice

Ministry of 
Health



Lessons Learned

Adaptable electoral framework

Availability of adequate 
means and resources

Inter-governmental 
cooperation

Effective Covid19 
control

Effective public 
communication

Strong civic duty



Terima Kasih…
Thank you…


